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Real C.E.P.P.A., United Schutzhund Clubs of America, amongst others ./. Verband für das
deutsche Hundewesen (VDH) e.V.

Dear Dr. Jakkel,
we hereby provide a brief summary of the judgement of the Higher Regional Court of Düsseldorf from
7 September 2020 in the interim proceedings of the Real C.E.P.P.A., United Schutzhund Clubs of
America, amongst others against the Verband für das deutsche Hundewesen (VDH) e.V.
As you are aware, three breeding clubs, which are only affiliated to the WUSV but not affiliated to the
FCI, have initiated an interim proceeding against the VDH due to the VDH’s instruction from
13 December 2019. The court of first instance, i.e. the Regional Court of Dortmund, decided in favour
of the claimants. The VDH has filed an appeal against this decision in front of the Higher Regional Court
of Düsseldorf.
The Higher Regional Court of Düsseldorf ultimately decided the interim proceeding in favour of the
VDH and the three claimants have lost the case.
The Court has emphasized in its written explanations of the judgement that the content and purpose of
the FCI regulations are in line with competition law. In particular, the Court has emphasized that it is
clearly compatible with competition law if the FCI prevents FCI judges from conferring FCI awards at
non-FCI events. The reason being that competition law only protects fair competition between
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undertakings. Thus, an undertaking cannot refrain from fair competition and confer competitors’ awards
instead of establishing and conferring own, competing awards.
Based on the limited facts the Court could take into consideration in the interim proceeding, the Court
only explained that the regulations must not prevent judges from participating at events outside the FCI
sphere if they do not act in their FCI capacity. To our understanding, this is however not the content and
purpose of the regulations and has never been intended or practiced by the FCI.
Therefore, FCI judges are still not allowed to officiate at non-FCI events run according to non-FCI
regulations or to confer awards that give the appearance of recognition by the FCI.
Yours sincerely

Dr. Sebastian Hack, LL.M. (London)
Lawyer/Partner

Jan Marco Aatz
Lawyer

Germany/5663570.1
Page 2 of 2

